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1 Being the Kiwiverſary of the Martyrdom of 


ISV WILLIAM CROVWE, A. M. 
Rector of the united Pariſhes of St. Mary ; Maggalep's 
and St. Gregory's near St. Paul“ s, and Lecturer 
| | © of St. Martin 8 Tudgate. 
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T is * That the Thanks of 


this Court be given to the Reye- 

| rend Mr. CRO WR, for his Sermon 
preached before the LoORx DV MAV OR, 

ALDERMEN, and CiriIzEkNs of 

this City, at the Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul, on Thurſday, the thirtieth of 

January laſt, being the Anniverſary 

Faſt for the Martyrdom of King Charles 


the Firſt; and that he be defred to print 


the ſame. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


By - how — 


RATIO in Martyrium Regis GA. 
1 ROLI, L Coram Academia C AN. 
5 TA BRIGIEN SI habita in ow Beata 


MARIE, zo die * 1720. 3 
e W 


8 BY ado fs J * R * 
F 8 7 EI 


4. % 


r 0 


| The Ricur Hoxorants 


| Sir Peter Delme, Knt. 
L 0 R b 'M A Y O R 


or THE 


E ITY f LONDON: 


My Lone, 


E generous, dilintereſted 
manner, in which your 
We Lordſhip was pleaſed to do 

me the honour of calling 
me to this ſervice, who was an ut- 


Ter 


11 DEDICATION. 


ter ſtranger to your Lordſhip! other. | 
wiſe than by general character, may 
well deſerve this public acknaw- 
ledgment, and juſtify my addreft 
ſing this ſermon to your Lordſhip, | 
which was preach'd at your com- | 
mand, which you heard with ſo 
much patience (notwithſtanding its | 
length, and other greater imperfec- 
tions and have now, with the cn. 


currence of 3 honourable bre- 


ihren the court of Alb au- 


thorized the publication of. 


My Lonp, Icannot but eſteem it | 
an happineſs to this city, and tomy- 
ſelf (fince providence hath called me 
to ſome ſtation therein, and ſo ren- 


dered me more immediately con- 
cerned in its welfare) that the go- 
vernment of it ſhould fall into your 


Lo8Ds81P! s and your worthy. Pazbs- 
CESSOR S hands at a en and 
e trying 


[. 


DEDYCATTON. iii 


trying yuncture; when there hath 
been a deteſtable contriwance on 


foot to diſpoſſeſs his MajrsTY of 
his crown, to overturn the pre- 
17 ent happy ſerrlement, and to ex- 
tin _ _ proteſtant religion a- 
mong For what leſs could 


be the das: of ſetting a 


POPISH PRETENDER on the 
throne of theſe ring F 979i 


"Your Lord leib will ſee Som my 


honeſt, tho plain ſentiments in the 
following diſcourſe, that J have a 


juſt abhorrence of ſuch proceedings, 


that I am none of thoſe (the num- 


ber is, I fear, too great) who are ſo 
unconcerned for their counzrey $wel- 
fare as to laugh at its danger, to 


make a jeſt of plots and con piracies 


againſt it, and ridicule an attempt to 
depriyve us of both our religious and 


civil Hermes. Sure, my Lord, this 


the ſame. 
lieve any, at this time of day, ſo 
wilfully blind, as not to ſee what 
was intended. Tr 


iv DEDI CA TION. 


is a ſpirit of infatuation. ---- "Tis to 


me matter of equal aſtoniſhment, 
that there ſhould be any (who call 


themſelves prote/tants) ſo abandon- 
ed as to engage in ſuch an horrid de- 
ſign; or others (not acceſſory to 
that guilt) ſo regardleſs of the com- 
mon intereſt as to be unconcerned at 
For I can hardly be- 


Your Lor dſhip's known good affec- 


tion to the government, and ſtrict 


adherenceto its intereſts, as it muſt 
needs give you the greateſt abhor- 


rence of {uch practices, ſo, in the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration of your office, it 


naturally brings tomy thoughts the 
character of one, who, in the begin- 
nings of thoſe troubleſome times, ſit · 
ting in the ſame CHAIR, did, as ap- 


5 pears 
Sir Richard Gourney. : 
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DEDICATION. v 


pears from the noble hiſtorian, diſ- 
charge the duty not only of a Haith- 
br and upright, but (which the ſea- 
145 required) of a vigilant, a pru- 
dent, and an active magi/trate. I on- 
1 wiſh Your Loxpshir may exert 
the ſame qualities with much bet 
ter ſucceſs, than he did. 
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May God open all our eyes to 
| me (at leaſt in this our day ) 
1 the things that belong to our true 
peace! May he continue to pre- 
| /erve us, notwithſtanding ſuch a 
| perverſe unwillingneſs in ſome 
to be preſerved! And may he 
long continue Your LoxDsnie 
qa ſupport and ornament to this 
great city, for the maintenance 
of its peace and good order, for 
] 1 which you have ſuch a juſt con- 
Icern; and for the increaſe of its 
| wealth, wherewith you enrich it 
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in that which is the principal 
branch: of trade, merchaudiſe, to 
a much larger extent, than any 
fingle perſon in the kingdom. 


1 J am, 


My Lon p, n 


your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
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and humble Servant. 
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COIL„„ OXXU 6: 
O pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, 
they ſhall proſper that love thee. 


HE occaſion of this ſolemn Anniverſary; 
in its nature ſo altogether extraordinary, 
which aroſe from ſuch ſlight beginnings, 
grew to ſuch an exceſſive hight, ſpread 
it ſelf ro ſuch avaſt extent, and at length 
ended in an iſſue fo tragical, and miſ- 
chievous in all its conſequences ; a calamity ſo compre- 
henſive, that it ſome way or other involved all orders 
and degrees of men throughout the three kingdoms, and 
wherein mens paſſions as well as intereſts were ſo deeply 
and univerſally engaged, as renders it {till grievous to be 
remembered, and yet impoſſible to be forgotten, muſt 
needs adminiſter a very nice and trying ſubject to the 
Preacher, whoſe knowledge in matters of this kind ſel- 
dom reaches ſo far, as to enable him to judge with ex- 
actneſs; whoſe profeſſion obliges him not to diſſemble, 
ppp or giveany artificial turns and diſguiſes to things, 

ut to deliver his ſentiments with openneſs and impartia- 
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2 lity; and yet (which can hardly conſiſt with this) obli- 
ges him alſo to be tender of giving offence, not to ex- 
aſperate peoples paſſions, or inflame their heats, but to 
aſſwage and qualify them: and to whom it 1s deſirable (if 
it may be obtained) to ſend away his hearers in ſuch a 


* 2 Cor. VI. 3. 


(2) 


calm, eaſy, and ſatisfied diſpoſition of mind, as is ſuitable 


| to the end of a religious aſſembly, and to the temper FF , 
| of Chriſtianity. 1 1 
1 Agreeable to this difficulty of the ſubject hath been the } 
1 manager y of it, various and not altogether unexceptiona= 2? r 
1 ble. The topic that firſt offers it ſelf, and which ſeems MY , 
N the moſt beaten on this occaſion, is the ſinfulneſs of rebel , 
if lion, and the duty of ſubmiſſion to the higher powers. A Þ , 
0 very juſt and ſeaſonable topic, no doubt, on this day, , 
7 which affords an inſtance of the groſſeſt treaſon, the moſt , 
x) flagrant breach of civil duty, that perhaps ever was com-: 
i! mitted. Bur the inconvenience, in ſpeaking to it, is this: | 
i Both the principle and meaſures of the ſubjects obedience MF |} 
1 have been unhappily controverted, which yet juſtice ſeem 
* to require ſhould be rightly ſtated on this occaſion: but ; 
f he that ſhall ſtate them the neareſt to truth, will, Iam t 
i perſuaded, give the leaſt ſatifaction to the generality of his 
{ audience. 415 a Nẽ!!!c 
0 On the other ſide, to touch, tho with the lighteſt 
i hand, any failures in the adminiſtratian, any exceſſes of ö 
if power, or errors on the part of the Crown (to the doing of 7, 
k which alſo inthe judgment of many this day might aa- |} 
Is turally lead) this is a task ſtill more difficult and invidi [7 , 
it ous than the former, and may be deemed by ſome a ſaucy |? 
it preſcribing to authority, a breaking in upon the precincttss 
„ of ſovereignty, which are generally held too ſacred fol- 
b promiſcuous approach, too delicate to he open to the in- 
. quiſition of private judgment. LO 4 
0 Again, to attempt, as is often done, an hiſtorical view ß 
n of the tranſactions of thoſe times, to deſcribe the mon- 
il ſtrous guilt which caſts ſuch an horrour around this day, 
with the miſeries that led to, accompanied and followed 


| thereupon 3 this would be of no uſe at all, unleſs 
1 attended with proper reflections, and applied to ſome ſpe- 
. cial point, or purpoſe: and that purpoſe (you will permit 
| me to ſay) as the application is commonly made in diſ- 
courſes of this kind, is both partial, and uncharitable. Such 


accounts, as they naturally afford very harſh and ſevere; 
ſo 
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(3) 


ſo they have in fact frequently produced very unreaſo- 


nable, nay unjuſt reflections. For ſuch reflections, how- 


ever deſerved by the immediate authors of thoſe evils, who 
have accordingly long ago anſwered for them at another 
tribunal, are very unjuſtifiably pointed in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to light upon their deſcendents; who, tho'they 
may be very far from inheriting the ſame ſentiments with 


their fathers, may yet fairly be preſumed to retain too 
tender a ſenſe of their memories, to hear them with pari- 
| ence annually loaded with reproaches, eſpecially when 


they find (as is generally the caſe) themſelves alſo re- 
proached in them, and concluded under the like infa- 
1 would not be miſunderſtood : I think the wicked 
practices of any age juſtly may, nay ought to meet with 
the cenſure and condemnation of the ſucceeding : But 
then it ſhould be a prudent and circumſpect cenſure; a 
cenſure rather of the aclions, than of the men; abſtracted 
as much as may be from the perſons, to be ſure from pro- 
feſſions, and religious perſuaſions. For twas not ſo much 
any particular ſect, as ſuch; but a combination of deſpe- 
rate men of all ſects in religion, (or rather of no ſound 
religion at all) that are chargeable with this days iniqui- 
ty : and therefore to throw it (as many do) upon any 
one ſect indiſcriminately, is, I think, unjuſt, tends only 
to widen and perpetuate our unhappy diviſions, and ad- 
miniſter eternal fuel to feed reſentment and animoſity. 
You ſee the exceptions againſt treating the ſubject in 
this way. And ſor this reaſon, perhaps, many (the 
better to keep clear of the forementioned inconveniencics) 
divert more widely from the inmediate buſineſs of the day 
into ſome known topic in divinity, that ſeems to bear a diſ- 
tant aſpect towards it ; ſuch as the caſe of proſperous wick - 
edneſs, and afflifted virtue: and attempt, it may be, to ad- 
juſt and reconcile ſuch, ſeemingly, unequal diſpenſations of 
providence; or ſet forth the judicial conſequences of theſe 
our Forefathers tranſgreſſions upon us their children, for- 
aſmuch as God doth ſometimes (we learn from Scrip- 
Le A 2 5 ture) 
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(4) 
ture) wiſt the iniquities of one generation upon ano» 
ther. But tis obvious to obſerve, that in order to 
bring this (otherwiſe foreign, tho wholeſome) topic 
home to the caſe in hand, that caſe muſt itſelf be ſta- 
ted with ſome degree of exactneſs, at leaſt in its capi- 


tal circumſtances : and fo the former inconvenience re- 


turns again, and the ſubje& becomes near as difficulr 
in this view, as in the foregoing. „ 

T pretend not to recount the ſeveral methods of 
treating this ſubje& : they are unqueſtionably more than 


I am apprized of, much leſs capable of ſpeaking to. 


Neither do I preſume, by any means, in what I have 
ſaid, to blame thoſe who have gone before me. My 
intention is only from the difficulties of this province 


(difficulties, perhaps, that ariſe not ſo much from the 


nature of the thing, as from our prepoſſeſſions con- 
cerning it) the more effectually to beſpeak your fa- 
vourable allowance to my imperfect diſcharge of it, 


and to ſhew (what certainly the forementioned varie- 
ty may ſuffice to ſhew) that a more than ordinary 


meaſure of candour is neceſſary and reaſonable in a 


cauſe where the affeftions of the audience are inte- 
| reſted equally with their judgment. 5 
And that I might the better deſerve this candour, 
I have choſen a view of the ſubje& that ſeems the 
leaſt liable to exception of any, and which, to all unpre- 


judiced perfons, muſt appear to carry the beſt tenden- 
CY, as well as to take in the moſt good uſes on this 
argument; I mean, the treating it as a forcible admo- 
nition to the leve of our country, to peace and ml. 
and to the cultivating a 4 benevolent, and pu 

lic ſpirit : for to this the Pſalmiſt pathetically exhorts 
us in the words of the text, O pray for the peace of 


Feruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love thee. 
Concerning the title of this pſalm, a ſong of degrees 
er aſceuſions, (which is alſo the title of fifteen ſucceſ- 
lively, beginning with the CXXth.) there is great va- 
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1 

riety of opinion; and twould be needleſs to engage in 
an enquiry, where there ſeems no poſſibility of arri- 
ving to ay certainty. FE: 

It may ſeem much more material to enquire into the 
occaſion on which the pſalm was compoſed. That, ac- 
cording to the genera] opinion, was David's bringi 
up the Ark (after it had lain for ſeveral years neglected) 
with great ceremony and triumph to the tabernacle, 
which he had pitched for it at Jeruſalem ; for, as 
yet, the temple was not built. And this opinion may 
ſeem countenanced by the 24. and even ſupported by 


the 4th. verſe, where the expreſſion, to go p unte 
* te TESTIMONY of the Lord, plainly points to the 
Ark, in which, we know, the Teſtimony was lodged, as 
> God had appointed Aoſes. 9 


But, beſides that the words in the 1ſt. verſe, let 
us go up unto the HOUSE of the LORD, ſeem to 
ſuppoſe the temple then built, which was not in Da- 
vid's time when the Ark was brought up; I can- 
not but obſerve from the hiſtory (as we have it re- 


corded 1 Chron. 16. 7. ec.) that the pſalm compoſed 
by David, on that occaſion, was not this, we are now 


conſidering, but another, viz. the 105th. in part, and 
the 96th, intire, concluding with the 1ſt. verſe of the 
107th. according to the order of the preſent collection, 
as you will find them connected in that chapter. 
Another probable account may be, that this pſalm 
was compoſed by David, (if he was indeed the au- 


thor of it) upon his having ſubdued the Jebigſtes Chis 


adverſaries in the kingdom) and diſpoſſeſſed them of 
the city Jeruſalem, where they had long inhabited, and 


which, from them, had originally the name of Febas.* 
And, indeed, thoſe words in the third verſe, JER U - 


SALEM xs builded as a city that s COMPACT 
TOGETHER, are well adapted to the ſtate of 


$ Exod. 25, 21, 22. * Joſh, 18. 28, Jud. 1. 8. 
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(6) 


it upon the foregoing alteration, when David had re- 
duced the caſtle Zion (which he took firſt, thence 
peculiarly termed his city) and afterwards the town ad- 
joining to a better degree of union, enlarging, and, as 
it ſeems, making both one city: all which may be ga- 
thered fiom 1 Chron. xi. 4, &c. compared with 2 Sam. 


V. 6, Gr. tho' ſtill this may be thought a precarious 


ground for ſuch a conjecture. 
All, perhaps, that can, with any certainty, be con- 


cluded about the occaſion of the pſalm, is, that it was 
deſigned for public uſe on ſome feſtival, either extra- 


ordinary or ſtated (of which laſt kind we know there 
were, at leaſt, three in the year f) when the whole 


body of the eus went up 
of hs Lord, can is expreſſed in the 1/7. and 4th. ver- 


fes, which plainly beſpeak the ſolemzmity of a public 
proceſſion. 7 


Whatever the occaſion was, it appears, from the te- 


nour of the pſalm itſelf, to have been a joyful one, 


and fo quite the reverſe of that which »ow brings us 
together. However, the words, I have pitched upon, 
are equally ſuired to either, as pertinent to a public 


faſt, as to a thankſgiving. And ſeeing the diſſolution and 


ruin of our Jeruſalem (which was on this day total- 
by effected) is chargeable wholly on thoſe who were 
the avowed enemies of its peace; I know not on what 
J can diſcourſe to you more ſeaſonably than on the 
duty of conſulting and preſerving that peace, which, that 
I may do pertinently to the preſent occaſion, I ſhall 


ſpeak to theſe three heads. 


I. Lay before you the nature and extent of the duty 


here enjoyned, together with the obligations and 


motives that engage us to the obſervance of it. 


1 Exod. 23. 37. Deut. 12. 5, 6. : 


their tribes to the houſe 
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1 
II. I ſhall ſhew that the woful miſcarriages, which 


we this day lament, were entirely Fig to the groſs 
neglect, or wilful violation of this duty. 


III. I ſhall point out of ſome of thoſe good »fes 
and matters of inſtruction, that 17 accompany 
the right obſervation of this mournful Amiverſa- 

; and, if you ll give me leave, ſuggeſt ſuch cau- 
tions as have a tendency to eſtabliſh us in the 
duty of the text, and to prevent the like miſ- 
chiefs hereafter. 4 5 


I foreſee this ſubject is like to run me into a more 
than ordinary length; but I hope the occaſion will ex- 


cuſo it, and engage your patience. 0 | 


I. The firſt head requires me to explain the nature, 
to aſcertain the extent, to enforce the obligation, and to 
preſs the motives that engage to the obſervance of this 
duty. The particulars are many, and ſuch as might 
well deſerve enlargement ; but having ſo much to of- 
fer on the two following heads, more immediately ſuited 
to the day; I muſt ſhorten this firſt, and chuſe rather 


to treat it imperfectly, than to burden your patience, 


beyond meaſure, eſpecially ſince the preſent temper of 
of your minds will hardly reliſh any thing in the cook 
neſs and indifference of a common place in divinity, 
1. For the nature of the duty, I ſhall only obſerve 
to you, that by Jeruſalem, (however ſome interpreters | 
perplex the place by labouring for a more recondite and 

ſpiritual ſenſe) the pſalmiſt plainly intends nothing more 
than our country in general, the community to which we 
belong, or the public at large, conſidered both in its 

eccleſiaſtical and civil ſlate, Next, that peace ſtands here 
not barely for the reſt, and quiet, but, (which is con- 
ſequent thereupon) the wealth, and ſtrength, the proſpe- 
rity, and flouriſhing eſtate of a nation. And this YET 


(8) 

fitly, as peace is not only in itſelf the greateſt bleſſing, 
but that which alone ſecures to us the enjoyment 
and continuance of all other bleſſings. Zaſfth, that 
the Pſalmiſt, by exciting us to pray for this, (wherein 
the At of duty is made to conſiſt,) does the more 
emphatically exhort us to the actual proſecution and 
furtherance of it. For prayers, if ſincere, always ſup- 
poſe a concurrence of endeavowrs : ſince he that peti- 
tions heaven for a thing, without contributing his own 
part towards it, only mocks God with the greater for- 
mality, and doth himſelf, as it were, forbid the ſuc- 
ceſs of his own prayers, by his indifference to what he 


1 prays for. The duty then implies the ſeeking, enſuing, and 
= laboaring for peace, as the Plalmiſt expreſſeth it elſewhere ; 
1 or, as in this very pſalm, to LOVE Fernſalem, to 


5 wilh it ofp rit 5 0 ſeek, to DO it ood, DT 
3 = x24 principle, wa we juſtly term 
public ſpirit, is the moſt generous, and amiable, that be- 
longs to the human nature, and ſeems accordingly to 
have been the moſt extolled in the writings of the wiſeſt, 
and hath been, in fact, the principal ingredient in the 
character of the greateſt men that ever lived: infomuch, 
that, wherever his is wanting, all other good qualities 
forfeit their merit and looſe their grace and luſtre. But I 
ſhall ſay no more of the naturt of this duty, ſince that 
will appear more fully in the next particular, viz. 
2. the extent of it. 
This muſt needs be very large. It appears plainly 
to be ſo with reſpect to its ſubject, inaſmuch as it reaches 
every part of the human capacity, and branch of behavi- 
our. Let us conſider it alſo with reſpect to its object. 
Now the public, we know, comprehends both our ec- 
cleſiaſtical, and civil conſtitution, includes as well our reli- 
gious as ſecular concerns. And that the Pfalmiſt himſelf 
intended it in this latitude, appears from the 8h, and 9th 
verſes, For my BRETHREN and COP ANIONS ſake 
I will now ſa, PEACE be within thee, there is the £ci- 
vil intereſt, Na (adds he) becauſe of the HOUSE OF 
THE 
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(9) 
THE LORD OUR GOD, I will ſeek thy good, there 
is the religions. 

Now, tho' nothing can be plainer in general, than 
that peaceable intentions and diſpoſitions, and a peace- 
able conduct of behaviour, are every man's indiſpenſable 
duty with regard to both theſe ; yer, conſidering their 
importance, you will indulge me a word upon each. 
As to our civil conſtirution : 'tis a melancholic thing 
to every ſincere lover of peace, a friend of his countrey, 
and human ſociety, to obſerve how little regard men 
(even ſomerimes thoſe, who act with honour and inte- 

rity in all their private concerns) have for the public, 
BY light a ſenſe they entertain of the duty they owe 
their countrey, and upon what ſlight conſiderations they 
prove falſe to, or deſert its intereſt ; notwithſtanding 
that duty, and that intereſt be, in truth, ſuperiour to 
any other. Of this we have a moſt deplorable inſtance 
in the times, which his day brings to our remembrance : 
and you will pardon me, if I fay, we have had near as 
remarkable an one (tho' not ſo heinous, indeed, in its in- 
tention, or circumſtances) in our own times. Need I 


 fay? I mean that prodigious ſcheme of the moſt enor- 


mous avarice, baretaced fraud, and avowed oppreſſion, 
that perhaps any age can parallel, which hath for a long 
while ſo unhappily excerciſed our paſſions, and infatuated 
our underſtandings. An evil, in its nature fo deluſive 
and unaccountable, that we at firſt miſtook it for a 
bleſſing, and never felt it 'rill *twas ſeemingly over; but 
which in its conſequences appeared fo extenſive and per- 
manent, that perhaps no man alive expected to ſee the 
utmoſt of it, and we wanted, for a time, the poor ſa- 
tisfaction of diſcerning how compleatly we were ruined : 
an evil, of which I need ſay no more, and can, indeed, 
ſay no worſe, than that it well nigh ruined our morals 
with our eſtates, and left virtue as well as credit a bank- 
_rupt : tho as the latter of theſe (God be praiſed) is 
now happily reviving thro the wiſdom of the prefent 
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( Io ) 
adminiſtration ; ſo, we may hope, the former will at leaſt 
keep pace with it. | 7 85 

The duty recommended in the tet would greatly con- 
tribute to both theſe: *rwould, without doubt, effec- 
tually prevent all ſuch evils as ſpring from a violation of 


the public intereſt, ſince it utterly prohibits not only a 


miſchievous, but even a ſelfiſh ſpirit. And ſure, he that 
can be deſtitute of all regard for the community where- 


of he is a member, hath little title to the benefits of it ; 
but ought to be turned out again to that wild, ſavage, 
and independent ſtate, in which (if any ſuch there ever 


was) mankind are ſupppoſed to have lived, antecedent 


to ſociety and government. 
Wherefore, as to our civil relation, we cannot but be 


ſenſible how juſtly *tis incumbent upon every one of 
us in our ſeveral capacities, ſincerely to deſign, and in- 
duſtriouſly to promote what we are . to be the 
true intereſt of our countrey. Of this indeed every one 


is by no means a competent judge: nor is it neceſſary he 
ſhould. However, here is one general point, one com- 
mon principle, which he can never be at a loſs for, and 
therefore ought never to loſe ſight of; I mean the con- 
ſulting public peace. And this will beſt guide him in 


every particular to act (as he 1s obliged to do, to the beſt 


of his judgement, and the extent of his ſtation) pur- 
ſuant to the forementioned end; indulging always as lit- 
tle as may be to private views, much leſs to private re- 
ſentment. | 


But there is one particular of civil duty, which I can- |? 


not help mentioning, becauſe the requiring of it hath, 


without reaſon, been ſo diſtaſtful of late; I mean rhe 


taking an OATH of fidelity to the GOV ERNMENT. 
For I cannot bur ſay, it ſeems to me to argue the utmoſt 


perverſeneſs in any man, who is ſatisfied of the lavful- 
.neſs of an eſtabliſhment, and enjoys its protection, at 
the ſame time to deny giving it this neceſſary ſecurity, 


and reaſonable reſt of his allegiance. But more, far more 
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inexcuſable is he, whoever he be, that makes no eon- 
ſcience of obſerving what he hath ſworn, and of ful- 
filling that bond,wherewith he hath bound his ſoul, tho' the 
ſtrongeſt, and moſt ſolemn imaginable. Surely ſuch 
mens conſciences 2 the apo{tle terms it, cauterized, 
or ſeared with an hot iron; and are fo far from having 
any regard to the public peace, that they have apparent- 
ly none to fath, and truth among ſt men. 

I am next to ſay a word about our concerns of the re- 
ligions kind. Now of theſe I ſhall only obferve in brief, 
that the fundamental, and confeſſed doctrines of chriſti- 


anity (if we will but be content to apprehend them in 


the ſimplicity of ſcrip:are) are ſufficiently evident; and 


that the matters, which generally divide us, are, in com- 
pariſon of theſe, of ſmall weight. Wherefore I would 
carneſtly recommend as well to thoſe who diſſext from 
us, as to thoſe of our own communion who are for 
widening the breach, that generous and truly chriſtian 


declaration of St. Paul *, That the kingdom of God is not 


meat and drink (conliſts not in light and imdferent mat- 
ters) but e e and PEACE; things of the laſt 
moment and importance. „ 
Indeed, if we attentively conſider it, for any one 
dogmatically ro ſet up his own opinion as the ſtandard 
of another's, is both unjuſt and inſolent. Ir reſembles. 
the tyrannical humour of that infamous robber, whoſe 
wanton cruelty, by /oppinz, or ſtretching, reduced all thoſe 
unhappy travellers, that fell in his way, to che fame ſize. 
The very injuſtice of which procedure were (one would 
think) ſufficient to convince every one of his obliga- 
tion to peace. For, however an union in opinion may 
be, as indeed it ſeems to be, impracticable, both from 
the natural diver/ity of mens judgments, which is incu- 
rable, and from the accidental claſhing of intereſts tho 


for this the text ſuggeſts a remedy, effectual, if any 


Rom. xiv. 17. 


B'S can 


612) 
can be ſo; but) which, while it continues, will lay an 
almoſt unavoidable biaſs upon the judgement; yet ſtill 
an union in affeftion is both practicable, and deſireable, and 
therefore by all means to be endeavoured after: for, I 
am apt to think, there are few religious differences but 
What humiliiy and charity, a juſt and tender regard to 
other pcople's ſentiments, as well as ro our own, and a 
mutual forbearance of each other (provided it were in- 
deed mutual) would tolerably accommodate; at leaſt a- 
mong proteſtants : for as to papiſts indeed, the difference 
is ſuch as can never be adjuſted; eſpecially ſince they 
are avowed enemies to our civil, no leſs than to our religi- 
ous conſtitution: and, whilſt they continue of that 
ſpirit, liberty and ſlavery are every whit as reconcileable as 
a PROTESTANT CHURCH with a POPISH 
PRINCE for the head of it. 5 
I have dwelt ſo long on the 70 firſt particulars of 


this head, that I have no room to add any thing on 


the 10 remaining, viz. the obligations to this duty, which 
are the ſtrongeſt, and lye the deepeſt in our nature; and 
the motives which are the moſt powerful and engaging 
that can be, . „ 
— Indeed theſe, (as things are beſt ſeen by compari- 
ſon) will appear in the moſt convincing light, and the du- 
ty I have thus largely inſiſted on, be {till more effe- 
ctually enforced from the 8 oo 


IT. Second head propoſed, viz. the dreadful evils 
'which the negle& and violation of this duty brought 
upon us in the middle of the laſt century; ſo dread- 
fu', that this day is thus ſolemnly ſet apart on purpoſe 

to lament them. 7 3 . 
And here expect not that I will take upon me to 
deſcribe the ſeries of calamities and deſolation, which be- 
fel thoſe diſtracted times; to trace them from their firſt 
latent riſe, then bolder advances, through their adven- 
tyrous progreſs, to that formidable hight they arrived 


at, 


ere 
8 
D * 

88 


er” 4 
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at, and at laſt, the aſtoniſhing accompliſhment of them 
in the unnatural, premeditated murder of one of the 
beſt (tho' by far the unhappieſt) princes that have fat 
upon this throne, confeſſedly one of the beſt men, that 


ever fat upon any. To paint this horrid ſcene of 


miſery and wickedneſs, (ſo wild and romantic, that 
had we not the faith of hiſtory to aſſure us thereof, 
it might paſs for fiction) hath employed too many skil- 
ful pens, to leave any room ſor mine. I ſhall only 
inſiſt, purſuant to my text, that the authors of all 
theſe miſerable confuſions, were the enemies of the pub- 
lic peace. And need, you think, I labour in the proof 
of this point? Do not the bitter fruits we have taſted 


ſufficiently teſtify, what root they ſprung from? 


Bur that I may not ſeem unreaſonably ro load one 


| fide with blame and wholly to acquit the other ; I 


am ready, in the entrance, to own that there were ſome 
notable provocations given on the part of the crown 3 
that there had been ſome few things practiſed confeſſed- 
ly illegal and unwarrantable, ſome immoderate ſtretches 
of the prerogative, and incroachments on the people's 


| liberties; many proceedings too harſh and rigorous for 
Engliſh freedom to brook 3 (witneſs ſome judgments. 
in the ſtar-chamber and high commiſſion courts) ma- 


ny more, highly impolitic and unſeaſonable; particularly 


ſuch precipitate, unreaſonable, and frequent diſſolutions 
of parliaments, as gave an exc#ſable jealouſy that this 


branch of the conſtirution was deſigned to be, in a 
manner, laid aſide. And no doubt but ſome hot and 


intemperate men 5 50 do ſome things under falſe 
colour of the royal authority, or abuſe it to countenance 


ſome unjuſtifiable acts, of which the crown had all the 
odium and blame. I make this free profeſlion, be- 


cauſe I would willingly deal impartially; and am far 
from the opinion of thoſe who juſtify all that the 


King did, in order to ſhew, that what his enemies did 
cannot be juſtified, e $268 


But 


( 14 ) 
But what courſe did they take to remedy all theſe 
occaſions of complaint? Was it ſuch as might be ex- 
pected from lovers of the public peace, and their coun- 
trey's welfare? Nay, when the King had receded from 
every branch of power which did not ſtrictly belong 
to him, and had made many large conceſſions beſide ; 
was their behaviour ſuitably dutiful? Was it not one 
continued ſeries of turbulency and unreaſonableneſs ? _ 
To miſrepreſent ( I here ſpeak the behaviour 
of the faction from the aſſembling of the ft parlia- 
ment) knowingly to miſrepreſent the moſt innocent, 
well meant, or indifferent actions; To miſinterpret the 
_ doubtful and ſuſpicious, conſtruing error, deſign ; and 
neceſſity, ill: Grofsly to aggravate thoſe that were truly 
blameable, and highten whatever had been done amiſs 
in the adminiſtration to ſuch a degree, as to improve 
the ſame into a wilful, purpoſed breach upon the con- 
ſtitution; To ſet out with a reſolution of perſecuting 
to the death all that had, and of terrifying all that were 
likely to oppoſe their wicked intentions; To vex 
and harraſs the diſtreſſed King, diffident and irreſolute 
of himſclf, (for theſe I think were his chief political 
faults, and ſure, all ſeem to allow, he} had as few no 
ral ones, as any man) deſtitute at the ſame time, thro”. 
their very means, of all wholſome advice, and expoſed 
to the moſt pernicious ; (for this was their maſter- piece, 
firſt, to rob him of his beſt counſellors, and then ob- 
trude thoſe upon him who were ſure by their direc- 
tion to betray all his counſils, and ro put him upon 
ſuch meaſures as they might afterwards make their ad- 
vantage of, and ſorely clamour againſt) To neglect and 
oſtpone the important concerns of the nation, which 
called for immediate diſpatch ; (witneſs the affair of the 
Triſh maſſacre, notwithſtanding the King's earneſt and 
repeated ſolicitations concerning it, and notwithſtand- 
ing their own pretended zeal for the proteſtant reli- 
gion, and abhorrence to popery ) to poſtpone J ſay, 
©. things 


(UF 


things of the laſt neceſſity and dwells eternally on paſt miſ- 
carriages, tho' they had been all rectified and redreſſed in 
the ampleſt manner; To ſowe and foment the ſeeds of 
= diſcontent and jealouſy throughout the whole King- 
dom ; To inflame the minds of the giddy multitude 
with cries of imaginary grievances an 1 ; 
Openly to encourage riots, tumults, and then ſuggeſt 
that themſelves were in danger from the maliguauts (as the 
cant- term was); In a word, to do every thing, that might 
firſt prepare and promote, and, at laſt, when matters 
were ripe for the worſt, to ſound an open alarm to in- 
ſurrection and rebellion : —— Was this a ſpirit of behavi- 
our, I do not fay, becoming true patriots, and the 
ſupreme council of the nation, but was 1t not plainly 
the ſpirit of profeſſed incendiaries, the conduct of 
[worn adverſaries to the public peace, the procedure 
of ſuch as had reſolved to hurl all things into contu- 
ſion, unable otherways to bring about their execrable 
deſigns? 
Did they not purſue theſe furious meaſures purpoſe- 
ly, becauſe they knew, that, if they ſhould once enter 
upon any ſober conſultations, people's heats would na- 
turally abate, and the ferment (which was ſo neceſſa- 
ry for their work) could no otherwiſe be kept up, 
than by dwelling {till on the ſame topics that excited 
it e . 1 9 9 5 
Tis manifeſt then, that theſe men were very groſsly 
wanting to the duty J have been inſiſting on: ſo grofsly, 
that we may juſtly wonder how men that acted thus 
fllagrantly could ever accompliſh their ill ends; fince 
there was by no means (yet at leaſt) an univerſal de- 
2 fection in the nation. | 
But *tis no ſtrange thing in life (experience ſhews 
us) for the worſt of men under ſpecious appearances 
and profeſſions to get into power, and to abuſe the ſame 
to the worſt purpoſes - And the ſucceſs of theſe men 
may 
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(16) 
may perhaps be ſomewhat accounted for from theſe 


three diſtinguiſhable parts in their conduct. 
Firſt, They made no conſcience of lying and calummy,and 


all the artifices of miſrepreſentation : (artifices too common- 


ly ſucceſsful) whereby they abuſed the credulity of all 


the iuconſiderate part, (which is no ſmall one) and of 


ſuch as were not purpoſely on their guard. 
Next, They hornbly perverted juſtice and the law, 


ſcreening the moſt notoriouſly criminal, even the riotous 


rabble (becauſe they were applicable to their ends) from 


its cenſure ; and again, at other times, ſtretching it 


to the condemnation of the moſt innocent. Thus 
they made, what ſhould have been the guardian of 
the public rights and liberties, a tool to miniſter to 
their reſentments, a meer inſtrument to execute their ſe- 
veral views. And by this engine of terrour, they 
intimidared all that were not maſters of the greateſt reſo- 
lution, as well as integrity. . 
Laſtly, They ſheltered all this under the holy garb of 
religion; made a ſeeming zeal for that, the cover to 
their pernicious deſigns, and the caſe of God's glory 
and ſervice a pretext to juſtify the moſt impious prac- 


tices. And hereby they wrought much upon the beſt 


men, who are the moſt ſuſceptible of impreſſions in this 
way, and who had not, all of them the penetration to 
ſee through ſuch complicated malice and diſſimulation. 
| Theſe ſeem to have been the principal engines they 
worked with. -— And, indeed, ſome unhappy im- 
prudences and overſights in the King s conduct contri- 


buted much to render theſe ſucceſsful. I ſhall mention 


bur one, which alone gave them the power to do the 


whole hurt they did; J mean, his paſſing the act for the 


continuance of that Parliament. 
A power (I ſpeak it under correction) not to be truſt- 
ed to ſuch bodies, let the preſent temper and conſtitu- 
tion of them be never ſo good, and as ſuitable to the 
public ends, as theirs was contrary. For, where there 4 
. N ſuc 
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ſuch a mixture of oppoſite tempers and intereſts, the ve* 
ferment of ſuch councils muſt, by degrees, raiſe the 
x Frogs and ſome aſpiring faction will never fail to draw 
the reſt to it, when all check from Without is removed. 
And was it not then an unaccountable infatuation in 
the Royal Councili, for the King after he had ſo unneceſ- 
farily and unſeaſonably diſſolved ſo many Parliaments, 
which had ſhewn a very good ſpirit towards their coun- 
trey, and no ill one towards him (tho' ſomewhat ruffled 
with grievances) now to conſent to the perpetuating that 
Parliament; which apparently diſcovered the worſt with 
reſpect both to the public and himſelf— For by this 
fatal compliance he _ diſarmed himſelf of all his j«/# 
power; and, in effect, fer up ſo many rivals or partners 
with him in the throne ; whoſe title and tenure being ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with his, they were ſure never to reſt, 
till they had got the whole to themſelves ; whereas a re- 
ns of this one jewel in the crown had ſecured the 
7 oaginh 
And (to ſpeak freely) had the King, throughout this 


whole difficult juncture, firſt maturely weigh d (advi- 


{ing only with the moſt diſintereſted and diſpaſſionate 
about him) what was neceſſary to be done, and then 
purſued the ſame with reſolatien and vigour ; had he acted 
to the full extent, as well as within the verge of his legal 


power; had he ſwayed the ſceptre, as with an ever and 


indifferent hand betwixt himſelf and people, fo alſo with 


| firm and ſteady one, and never ſuffered it to fluctuate 


with the ebbs of popular councils ; had he by acting 
thus reſolutely convinced his enemies that they never 
could unſettle him from his juſt purpoſes (which was 
the thing they aimed at): hat intemperate ſpirit muſt 
needs, by degrees, have ſpent itſelf, and ſubſided, and the 
furious abetrors thereof have been forced to fall in with 
more cool and reaſonable councils, had it been only to 
keep 'up their own credit. At the worſt, if the King 


had found it impoſſible to bring them to reaſon after all 


. his 
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may ſerve for an unanſwerable arg 


* | 


his conceſſions (which certainly were ſome of the great · 
eſt, for the time, that ever prince made) he might ſtill 
have moſt effectually ſer bounds to their behaviour, by 
determining their being : And then a rebellion, if one had 
happened, would have wanted the name of a parliament, 
which was of ſuch weight to countenance it. But twas 
a ſtrange foible in that unhappy prince, at that time 
prepoſterouſly to take thoſe very meaſures, which (how- 


ever they might have ſuited the beginnings of his reign, 
when condeſcenſions would have been received with 


thankfulnefs, and repaid with gratitude) were certainly 


the moſt improper for that licentious ſeaſon ; and again to 


neglect thoſe, when there ſeemed the greateſt neceſſity 
for them, which had been purſued ſo vigorouſly, when 
there was manifeſtly leſs: thus exerciſing a majeſty ei- 
ther too imperious or elate, or too abject and below it 


ſelf. But tis the grand difficulty in every thing to 


guard againſt extremes: a time of ſuch diſtraction might 
eaſily have run a much more reſolute prince than 
CHARLES the Firſt was, into great perplexities: and 


tis undoubredly much more obvious for #s now, Who 


have the event to judge from, to diſcern paſt errours, 


than it could be at that time for the wiſeſt in the world 
to foreſee and prevent them. And yet, methinks, his, 
which I have been ſo long ſpeaking of, ſeems too groſs 


and palpable to have been overlooked. But as the ſame 


22 nature, and of his upright intentions towards 
is people: ſo is it an eternal monument of that mon- 


ſtrous ingratitude, which could abuſe ſuch princely 


goodneſs and generofity, and of the malignancy of thoſe 
men who were encouraged from hence to make their 


actions as lawleſs, as their duration was unlimited; un- 


juſtifiably to draw all the branches of power into their 


own hands, and make that immeaſurable, endleſs plea 
(the ſecuring their own privileges, whereof themſelves 
were the ſole judges) a bottomleſs gulph to ſwallow 


t of the King's 


up 
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(19) 
up all the honours and revenues of the church, all the 
authority and juriſdiction of the peers, all the rights and 
prerogatives of the crows ; in a word, the religion, the 
las, the liberties of the kingdom. 
But however grievous theſe things were (as undoubtedly 
they were very grievous) I cannot but think the conſe- 
guences of them ſtill worſe, with reſpec to the public; 
I mean the driving the royal iſſue, and next immediate 
heirs of the crown into foreign countries. For there they 
imbibed principles inconſiſtent with our conſtitution, 
and deſtructive of the common good; as it afterwards 
in fact proved: fo that the very favour and kindneſs of 
the papiſts towards the ſous proved as fatal ro ut, as their 
malice had done to the father. - - But enough, it may 
be more than enough, upon ſo ungracious a topic, where- 
fore, that I may not ſeem to have deſigned only the ir- 
* ritating your paſſions, without giving them the proper 
bent 4 direction; I proceed in the EY 


III. Third and laſt place to ſuggeſt ſome of the good 
wſes we may make of the foregoing confiderations, ar 
ſuch cations as may prevent a return of the like miſchiefs 

for the future. „ 
In entring upon this head, I cannot but obſerve, (what 
renders the b of one's duty difficult on this occaſi · 
on) that this day is, thro' the * fintemperance of par» 
ties, (I ſpeak indifferently of al) become, in the pro- 
pher's expreſſion &, a day of trouble, rebuke, and blaſphe- 
and made matter of grievous provocation to one a- 
nother. There are ſome, who have, apparently, too 
light a ſenſe of this horrid act: and, tho', I charitably 
believe, there are none who would have the fame repeat- 
ed, yet ſome are ſaid inhumanly to deride our faſting, 
and ſolemnization of this day. This is certainly a proce« 

dure too black, to admit the leaſt colour of excuſe. 
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( 20 ) 

There are others again, and thoſe the greater part, who 
(to ſpeak in the words of the ſame prophet +) faſt for 
ſtrife, and debate, and canſe their voices to be heard on high, 
on this day, in bitter ivectives againſt their brethren, 
making it an occaſion of railing, and perpetual diſſenſi- 
on - Now is this. (may I not ask again with the fore- 


mentioned prophet) is this the faſt that God hath choſen, a 


day for a man to afflift his ſoul % Can ſuch a practice ren- 


der it an acceptable day to the Lord + I perſuade my ſelf the 
obſerving it in this way can do no good: nay, conſi- 


dering mens ordinary tempers, muſt needs have done 
much hurt, and caſt the greateſt blemiſh upon it. But 
this is not the fault of the da itſelt. I confeſs therefore, 
for my part, I am not for treating it in this manner. M 


ſubject is peace. I would not too 8 handle thoſe 


wounds, and make them bleed a- freſn, which time hath 
cloſed at leaſt, and which (if we could be perſuaded to 
lay aſide odious names of diſtinction) would quickly heal; 
though the ignominious ſcars, I fear, muſt remain for 
ever. Let not therefore any one's ſpleen ariſe within him 
(from what I have faid above) againſt any chriſtians 


no living. I would not be underſtood to lay ſuch a 


load of guilt, much leſs rhe king's murder (for murder 
It Was, } 


ning and murdering of princes, if they ſhall rhink the in- 
tereſt of religion requires it : and yet theſe men are ge- 
nerally the leaſt taxed on this occaſion. We may be 
aſſured then, that the ſame motives which determined 
the authours of this wickedneſs, would have determined 
any other perſons influenced by the hike motives, (and 


ſure 


o' under the ſpecious formality and mask of 
Juſtice) upon any one ſect in particular: Impute not that 
to the perſuaſion, which was owing only to the men. 
If this fact were chargeable upon the PRINCIPLES of | 
any particular ſect, the PAPISTS would be anſwerable 
for it: for theſe only, that I know of, avow the derhro- 
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ure there are wicked perſons of all perſuaſions? to do the 


| ſame. 


What thoſe motives in general were, is not difficult 
to gueſs. Some might be prompted to engage, nay and 
to go ſome lengths, from a turbulent itch for innovati- 
on, an unnatural ſatisfaction in diſorder and confuſions: 
many more, becauſe they hoped to find their ſeveral ac- 
counts therein; they had reſentments to ſatiate, or am- 
bition to gratify, or ruined and deſperate fortunes to re- 
pair, and retrieve: far the ow part, (of thoſe, I mean, 
ey had in the proſecution of 
their ſeveral views advanced too far, (being inſenſibly 
trained on from ſtep to ſtep) to retreat with honour, 
or (as they might imagine) with ſafety. For juſtice, I 


think, requires that we diſtinguiſh the firſt ſteps, which 
in mam might be innocent, from the ſubſequent acts and 


concluſion which never could. 
And oh ! that it had received no encouragement or 
furtherance from the ſanctuary itſelf ! - - But it muſt 


be confeſſed, that many, too many among the preachers 
of thoſe times, had no ſmall ſhare in contributing to- 


wards this calamity : who, inſtead of inculcating the 


ſincere doctrines of the goſpel and preceprs of mora- 
lity ; inſtead of ſeaſonable admonitions, grounded upon 


theſe, and directed with prudence and modeſty, againſt 
the vices then moſt prevalenr, roo often vented their 


rude and pragmatical notions about matters of ſtare : 


ſome robbed CAESAR of his due authority, to pleaſure 
angry malecontents, while ſome again raiſed that autho- 
rity to an extravagance, which weakened it more effec- 
tually than the other : not conſidering, that obedience 1s 
ever beſt ſecured upon its true foundation; and that 
prince is ſure in the end to have the greateſt ſhare of it 


who claims it for the people's ſake. - - - In the mean 


while this great CITY (I ſpeak it not to its diſcredit, 
any more than to that of my own function) agitated 
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licentiouſly «por the face of thoſe troubled waters, en- 
aged oy and deeply in theſe deſtructive meaſures, 
— the firſt trumpet to rebellion, and lifted up, as it 


were an enſigu to the reſt of the nation, whoſe eyes 


are always fixed upon the weetrepolis, To which fad 
cauſes we may add, that the ſame general ſeeds, from 


which the ruin of kingdoms hath ever ſprung, did like- 
wiſe concur in this; a diſpoſition thereto from the ve- 
ry temper of the nation, ſwoln with pride, diſſolved 


in luxury, corrupted with exceſs, ſurfeited with the 
ſweets . long eaſe and plenty, and, as it were, ſick of 
its own ae And may I preſume to ſay ? there 
ſeemed much of the divine vengeance, and caſtigation 


of heaven throughout the whole. 


Thus, for the SINS of the PEOPLE, aud the ini- 


quities of the PRIESTS, they ſhed the blood of the 


Juſt in the midſt of Ferufalem. * 5 
And now does not T HIS view of this day ſtrong- 


ly enforce all ſuch «ſes of it, as are conducive io 


PEACE? . 
Two more eſpecially the wiſdom of the legiſlature, 
ſeems to have had under conſideration, when they e- 
nated the obſervance of it. One, to deprecate God's 
wrath, and avert thoſe jadgments which they could not 
but apprehend upon the ſhedding of ſacred and iuno- 
cent blood in ſo horrible and unexampled a manner: the 
ether, to wipe off, by this public teſtimony of their ab- 
horrence that ſain of ignominy and reproach, which ſa 
foul an act, tho' perpetrated by a few, had yet, from 
the peculiar circumſtances attending it, with ſome aps 
pearance of reafon, fixed upon the whole body of the 
nation. - SE 5 5 
But, beſides the two ends of appointing this auni- 
verſary, they were aware, no doubt, of the many o- 
ther good purpoſes, to which it might be ſubſervient, and 


* Lam. iv. 13. 


the 


5 
the ſeveral inſtructive leſſons, which the perpetual and 
due commemoration of it could not fail to ſuggeſt. 
The ſtory of a KING perſecuted, rd, and 
at laſt MURDERED by his /abjetts maugre all the 
temonſtrances of religion, law, conſcience, and even h- 
manity itſelf, muſt needs (they faw) when annually re- 
membred, and as often deteſted (as one contrary illu- 
ſtrates another) imprint on mens minds high and v 
affecting notions concerning the dignity and uſefulueſi 
of government, and the greateſt reſpect, honour, 
ſubmiſſion toward the perſons inveſted with it. Tis true, 
| theſe points have, as 1 hinted in the beginning, been 
| frained by ſome, and carried to an extravagant hight, 
on this occaſion. However, to bear a inſt and ſober 
regard to goverment, both for the importance of it, fo 
neceſlary to ſociety ; and for it's inſtitution, (ſo far 
divine, as it is in the higheſt manner agreeable to the 
will of God both the natural and the revealed); and, 
in conſequence of this, to render to governours all that 
obedience both of heart and hand, which the nature and 
end of their office require: theſe, as they are confeſſedly 
duties incumbent on every chriſtian, indeed on every 
man; ſo they are plainly comprehended in the deſign, 
and forcibly inculcated in the ſad ſolemnity of this day : 
which therefore ſtands diſtinguiſhed in our calendar as 
a perpetual remembrancer againſt ſedition and rebellion, 
which appear hereby in the moſt odious and deteſtable 


light imaginable.— | 
Who then could ever have expected that zhe/e ſhould 
find freſh advocates, and that there ſhould be ſuch fur- 
ther need of inculcating the doctrine of civil obedience 
in the PRESENT REIGN? --- Under a KING, 
who is adorned with all the princely qualities, requiſite 
to render a kingdom great, or a people happy : -- - A 
King, who is at the head of the PROTESTANT 

INTEREST, (which we all pretend to value) and 
the molt likely of any prince, we ever yet had, 5 
make 


7 
„ 
make OUR CHURCH (what was ever eſteem'd its 
greateſt glory) the hulmark of the REFORMATION : x 
A King, who hath more than once publicly profeſſed 
(and keeps inviolably to that profeſſion) to make the 
Conſtitution both in church and ſtate the rule of his ad- 
miniſtration ; and under whom therefore (one would 
think) we could never have apprehended any attempt 
for repeating this day's tragedy : ſince, as he equals the 
Royal Martyr in his good affections and concern for 
the welfare of his people, ſo (you will allow me to 
ſay) he far ſurpaſſes him in this, that an inconſiderate 
ill timed lenity and eaſineſs will never render him a prey 
to the deſigns of crafty and wicked men; and that 
he has the Ro and reſolution (which that unhappy 
prince in ſome meaſure wanted) to aſſert his own juſt 
rights, as well as the juſtice and goodneſs to be ten- 
der of ours. 
Is it not monſtrous then, that againſt ſuch a King 
there ſhould be found among his ſubjects, his proreſ= 
tant ſubjects, any ſo abandoned as to form a C O N- 
SPIRACY?---- And is it not as ſtrange, as in- 
conſiſtent, that this ſhould be formed by the avowed 
profeſſors of paſſive obedience, and non-reſiſtance? And 
yet ſuch a conſpiracy there hath apparently been: a dark. 
and deteſtable ſcene, ſo cloſely concerted, and carried 
on with ſuch an wexampled ſeries of artful intricacy 
and cunning ; that one knows not which to admire 
moſt, the wicked policy of thoſe who contrived it, 
or the wonderful penetration and dexterity of thoſe 
who have happily diſcovered and unravelled this per- 
plexed labyrinth. For ſure I cannor be of their mind 
who make light of the reaſon, purely becauſe *rwas ſo 
covert and deeply concealed, ſince whatever renders a 
plot difficult to be diſcovered, renders it withal the more 
dangerous, and therefore ſurely not the leſs criminal. 
And 'tis very far from any extenuation of the conſpi- 
rators guilt that they appear ſuch maſters in their yr 
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Muſt not every one, that ſincerely prays for the peace 
of our Feruſalem, deteſt all ſuch abominable contrivan- 


ces to deſtroy it? 
But what was the provocation to this villainous at- 
tempt ? Not ſo much as the ſhadow of one. The 
adminiſtration, in every inſtance ſtrictly juſt : conſider- 
ing the circumſtances of things, and the inſults on the 
eſtabhſhment, beyond example mild: and by the con- 
feſſion of it's very enemies, reſolutely /feddy. As it 
is to the /enity of it they owe the opportunity, ſo to 
it's ſteddineſs we owe their being happily deprived of 
the power effectually ro endanger it. 525 
But what is the pretence at leaſt ? for rebellion never 
wanted a pretence. Why, 'tis all (forſooth) in behalf 
of ONE, whomall allow to have nothing belonging to 
him, either zatural or acquired, in the leaſt promiſing : 
whoſe extraction is at belt very dubious and queſtion- 
able, notwithſtanding his friends lay the whole ſtreſs 
of his merit upon that: and who (a thing of far greater 
conſequence) hath by his education and dependencies the 
maxims of ſuperſtition and tyranny ſo rivered into him, 
that he can bring nothing but Wy into our church, 
and ſlavery into the ſtate : both of them popiſh, i. e. 

of the worlt kind under heaven. 
What ſhall we fay to theſe things? Can ſuch an 
infatuation indeed prevail among PROTESTANTS, 
ENGLISH Proteſtants, voluntarily to give up what 
they have been inceſſantly ſtruggling for, ever ſince the 
reformation * ---- What the martyr of this day choſe to 
dye for (and ſo to be indeed a martyr too) rather than 
fries the ſame either to the abominations of popery 
on the one hand, or to the extravagancies of fanati- 
ciſmm on the other? hat our late glorious deliverer 
King WILLIAM was called over to reſcue from 
the moſt imminent danger? and what his PRESENT 
MAJESTY Ks GEORGE was placed on the 
—: NH throne 
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throne purpoſely to preſerve and ſecure to us, and our 
poſterity ? | | 


And oh ! may the divine providence long continue 
him there, and bleſs him with a peaceable and proſ- 
perous reign, notwithſtanding all the wicked eftorts of 
reſtleſs faction, groundleſs malice, impotent revenge, and 


diſappointed ambition to the contrary ! 4s for his e- 


nemies may GOD cloath them with ſhame, the more 
effectually to bring them to a better ſenſe of things; 
but upon HIMSELF and HIS ILLUSTRIOUS 


TISSUE let the crown for ever flouriſh! flouriſh, free 


from thoſe thorns, wherewith unreaſonable and ill de- 
ſigning men are ſo deſirous to beſet it. 


To conclude; The day as well as the text will ef- 
fectually remind us to follow after the things that make 
%%öÄ;· V 

That we preſerve an unbiaſſed regard to the com- 
mon good, not letting private paſſions or intereſts in- 


terfere with the public: 


That we meddle not pragmatically in things with- 
out our ſtation; but leave the affairs of ſtate in the 
hands in which they are regularly placed: - 
That we be very cautious how we embark in any 
deſigns againſt a government legally ſettled and ad- 
miniſtred, notwithſtanding any private grievances, and 
let the pretences for reforming be never ſo ſpecious or 
plauſible ; ſince *tis madneſs to hazard or give up what 
we have upon long experience found uſeful, for any 
thing in fancy or proſpect, how inviting ſoever : | 
That we never cheriſh and foment d:ſcontents or jea- 


| loujies ; ſince there is no end of faction, no rule, or mea- 
| ſure to guide popular councils, which once through] 


inflamed, all the prudence in the world may not beable 
to allay. „ 5 


* Rom. xiv. 19. 


Tha 


upon the conduct of our ſaperiours, whereof we know 


from our eyes, 


p * + p 
N 7 = 1 ” 
x FY 1 


(27) 
That we put always the moſt fævourable conſtruction 


not the true ſprings or motives, and which, if known 
to us, would often abundantly approve the ſame even 
to our n judgments, remembring that there is a ten- 
derneſs due to PRINCES, who have ſuch a difficult 


province to manage; and that their actions are not to be 


weighed in the ſtrift balance of the artificer ; but as it 
were, in a popular kind of ſcale, to which many grains 
of allowance may be needful: For, tho' I am very far 
from being an advocate for ſuch a ſuperſtitious venerati- 
on of Majeſty, as would conſecrate oppreſſion, or eſtabliſh 
abſolute, uncontroulable power; yet, that authority ſhould 
be thus far intrenched, and its out-works ſecured, ſeems 
entirely neceſſary, in order to preſerve that reverence, 


| which is due to it; and to check that levelling ſpirit 


which is natural to the bulk of mankind.--- 20 
Above all, that we learn to prize the invaluable bleſ- 


| ſings of a mild and legal government; which becauſe 


(like health and liberty) common ones, are (like them too) 


ſeldom rightly eſteemed of, till they come to be unhap- 
pily endeared to us by the mant or laſi of them. + 


In a word, Solomon's advice may comprize all; 2 
med - 


ſon, fear thou the LORD, and the KING, and 
dle not with them that are given to CHANGE. 


And God grant that we may all of us ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, in this our day, the things which —_ toour PEACE 
(both our remporal and eternal peace) before they are hid 
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